
Camden Historic Resources Committee 
Minutes of Meeting 

Tuesday, January 10, 2017 - Washington Street Conference Room 
 
 
 
Call to Order: 4:00pm 
Members Present: Chairperson Pat Skaling (RM), Judy McGuirk (RM), Elinor Klivans (RM), Beedy 
Parker (ALT) 
Volunteers: Rosalee Glass 
Visitors: Jen Healy, Dawna Pine, Susan Todd 
 
Secretary’s Report/ Review of Minutes: Minutes approved as corrected.  Date of next meeting 
corrected from January 11 to January 10. 
 
Chair’s Report: Pat Skaling received a note from Don White about email communication to and from 
HRC members.  Pat will contact Don for more clarification. 
 
Select Board Liaison’s and/or Town Manager’s Report: No report. 

HRC GOALS/OLD BUSINESS  

Stewardship 
Archives: Rosalee Glass, Susan Snead – Rosalee and Susan will meet at the library History 
Center to review documents previously gathered and created by HRC. 

 
Village Green: Kris Mikkelsen – No report. 

 
Annual Letter to Stewards of Town Historic Properties: Pat Skaling will prepare 2017 letter to be 
sent out by our next meeting. 

 
Education/Recognition 

Expanding Historic Districts Downtown: Susan Snead, Elinor Klivans – No new developments.  
Elinor and committee discussed informing and educating building owners on how to apply for 
National Register status individually as opposed to part of a district. 

 
Other Historic Properties/Districts: Committee discussed the value in pursuing National Register 
status for Jacobs Ave. and parts of Mountain St.   The goal would be to contact and educate the 
home owners on how to do this. Beedy Parker will look into this as a project. 

 
HRC Membership update: Rosalee Glass has turned in paper work to fill HRC’s Regular Member 
(RM) vacancy. 

 
 
NEW BUSINESS  
 

Report from Planning Board Meeting of Jan. 5, 2017: Judy McGuirk reported that the purpose of 
the meeting was to discuss with the public several draft chapters, including Ch.14 - Historic 
Resources, of the proposed Comprehensive Plan. With no objections to Ch.14 as presented, the 
next step will be for it to go to a public hearing. Date for hearing has not been announced, but will 
most likely be in February. 

 



At the end of the Jan. 5th meeting several Planning Board members encouraged HRC to initiate 
work on a Historic Preservation Ordinance for Camden. Page 5 of the Ch.14 draft opens the door 
to an ordinance that is sufficiently worded to earn the status of “Certified Local Government” 
(CLG).  Looking into ordinances adopted by other towns in Maine as well as checking the State 
website and the CLG qualifications was suggested.  Working with the Downtown Design Team as 
well as the public was also suggested.   

 
Meg Barclay spoke as past chairperson of HRC and suggested first developing an ordinance that 
covered only Town owned properties.  Seeing how that worked could open the door to developing 
an ordinance for all downtown historic properties. 

 
Discussion: 
Our committee proceeded with a lengthy discussion of the pros and cons of the HRC proceeding 
with this project.  We are well aware that we no longer have members with professional 
backgrounds in historic architecture, historic building restoration or historic research.  We decided 
to look into preparing an initial draft ordinance.  We would not be qualified to finalize or oversee a 
working ordinance.  Once adopted, a new committee of qualified residents should be formed. 

 
In our discussion, the HRC agreed with the Planning Board that a historic preservation ordinance 
for Camden was necessary and long overdue.  As a tourist town, our downtown businesses 
benefit from so many of Camden’s properties and districts being listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places.  We all feel that this treasure is beginning to be eroded.  The historic character 
and visual appeal of downtown Camden is important to residents and visitors alike, as is our 
location between the mountains and the sea. 

 
Committee Goals for 2017: The committee agreed that work on a historic preservation ordinance 
would be our number one goal for 2017.  Educating about Camden’s historic buildings, their value 
to the Town and the importance of preserving them is always a goal for this committee. 

 
Several requests have come to HRC that could also be addressed: 
1. How does a home owner get a plaque for their home if it is already a designated historic 

home? 
2. What does it mean to live in a historic district? 
3. Include ideas mentioned in the Education/Recognition section of the minutes. 

 
 

Meeting was adjourned at 5:50pm. 
 
NEXT MEETING DATE:  
 
     February 14, 2017, 4:00pm at Washington St. Conference Room. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Judy McGuirk 

 


